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| FO the' Atwiiphty up His Standard of Compaſſion, Teſol- 
prer that.Rules the Hearts ving toTtecover the Alienated AfﬀeCtions | f 
Princes, to, Enlighten and 'of4hoſe of His Suhjefts, whom the Admi- þ 
dorn Mis Preſent Gracious - niſtration of His Predeceſſours may have .. 
Majeſty, with. ſuch [peculiar any ways rendred uneake. ; 
* Beans of Mercy and Clemency, There are but two things in the World 7 
| <dear to all Mankind ; Religion and Pro- 4 

; perty: Thelaſtof theſe] confeſs, in the 7 
malt- moderate Diſtribution of common 
Right, has all along had-its free Corrſe 
.in:the true Channels of Equity; only the 
"firſt has nes Leſteſtrulned ; for Con- 
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ſcience has ſometimes heen ſhackled,, * 
The Sighs therefore, and Groans that 


haye lately breathed from that Reſtraint,” 


have moved him to that Sacred Coms 
miſeration, that He is reſolyed to break 
the Ferters that Extort them, the Penal 
Laws,z which to Effe&, He has already 
declered His Determination , for that 
choice of Magiſtrates in Authority under 
him, that in His Princely Wiſdom, He 
thinks will be moſt hearty in Contribu- 
ting their beſt and ableſt Endeavours for 
that Great End. 

To carry on this Pious Work, it is not 
at al in Reaſon to be doubted, but the 
Suffering Party on all ſides, who are ag- 
grieved by thoſe Laws, by the meer Di- 
Ctates- of. Self-preſeryation, will be no 
ways wanting to throw off a Yoke they 
have ſo long, ſo unquietly. born : And if 
all their helps Cas may beexpetted ) His 
Majeity is ſecure of, there remains only 
the Concurrence of the Church of En- 


gland; which if obtained, His Kingdom 
will reap the Fruit, and Himſelf the Hc- 
20ur , of being the Founder of thoſe laſt- 
ing Bleſlings, ſo much in themſelves the 
more glorious, as that all Hands and all 
Hearts, ſhall be aſliſtant to their Creation. 


The Defign therefore of this Addreſs, 


to my Pious Mother the Church of Er-' 


land, is truly and fairly to reaſon with 

er, why the Preſervation of thoſe Laws 
either is, or ought to be any part of her 
Care; 2nd indeed, how far thoſe Sta- 
2utcs,her ſometimes Darlings,are in them- 
ſclves,either Juſt, Equitable, er conſiſt- 
ent with Chriſtianity it ſelf ? And how 
far ſhe is equally, if not more than the 
Difſenters, obliged to Aboliſh them? Nor 
ſhall I endeavour to urge her Conſent 
from any Reſignation or Compliance 
{ thoſe fainter Motives of meer Genero- 
ſity )» to the Pleaſure and Will of the 
King, that defires to have it fo ; but En- 
force the Argument from the Bonds and 
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Tyes of Conſcience and Juſtice, that « 


= her Aſſiſtance to their Di ion ; 
id hereby Huſtrate the Equity ot, 
ſonableneſs of His Majeſty's Propoſal 

agd prove the,Work it ſelf, no more than 
the incumbept Duty of every Chriſtian 
Subject, to labo! perfe&t. For Enqui- 
ry therefore intoThe Penal Laws, 1 ſhall 
make bold to Trace the Grounds of their 
Riſe and Original : And to take them in 
Order, I muſt firſt begin with the X 

maniſt, as being the firſt that fell under 
their Laſh, | 

After the Death of Queen Mary 
[ for *twill ſuffice to ſet out here ] her 
Proteſtant Siſter Elizabeth ſucceeding 
in the Throne, under fo fair a Proſpect 
of Eſtabliſhing her Religion, as having 
at that time the Half, if not the Majori- 
ty of the Nation, of her own Perſwaſion ; 
all Hands were ſet at Work for ſo glo- 
rious an Enterprize: But the main En- 
gine was, That the Reformers having be- 
fore their Eyes, the late Severity of her 
Siſters Reign, the Proteſtant Church, ei- 
ther truely, of rather leemingly aſhamed, 
Cas time will ſhew] was conſcious 
that ſhe had no means ſo proper to Re- 
commend | her ſelf to the People's E- 
ſteem,, as the ayoiding all thoſe Occaſi- 
ons of Odiam, which had rendred the 
Romiſh Church ſo much the, Qbje&t of 
their Averſionz and therefore the 
change muſt be wrought, and Aﬀections 
won, by the oppoſite Extreams of Mer- 
cy and Moderation. 

Theſe ſofter Meaſures for a+ while, 
were endeavoured to be rendred her-ye=- 
ry Fundamental Principles, and one of} 
her proudeſt Diſtinguiſhing Characters 
from her {everer Predeceſſours. But a- 
lzs! In few years, Indulgence appeared 
a too flow-pac?d Progreſs of Reformati- 
on: For ſtill, notwithſtanding the Ed- 
couragement of a Proteſtant Queen, and 
the Eſtabliſhment of our Church, 

cle- 
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ccleſiaſtick Advances went on too lei- 
rely, and Converſions .not faſt enough 
o ſatisfiz, either the Churches Itch of 
dower, or Warmth of Zal, under the 
poſer Reins of Touleration. For whilſt 
tie Popiſh Party were any ways Connt- 
ed at, and tov my any Liberty of 
cir Worſhip, their /Chucch though fal- 
ing, could not want ſome few unſhaken 
embers at leaſt, that would ſtill fol- 
ow even its Ruines * And perhaps, the 
Pomiſh Prieſts, though thrown out of 
iurch Preterment, could not, or would 
not forbear to Conficm,. and Encourage 
heir thin and ſcatcerr'd Party; and 
poſlibly , through an Indiſpenſable ( as 


Whey thought ) Duty to that Commu- 
Aion in which perſwaded, they- only ex- 
'S pected Salvation ; they might not (to 
"Weive all Pccſwaſions their due in this 


Point ) omit either Arguments or In- 
duſtry, ( as Opinion wants neither ).to 
render their Religion never the leſs 
ovely, for the Cloud it wore, which 


-* Windeed js but natural to all Religions, 

1-E whilſt they think their own, the ovly, 

Gs or at leaſt, the neareſt way to Hea- 
ven, 

4 Theſe Remora's, how ſmall Stops ſo- 


ever to her adyancing Glory, the Church 
of England beholding with Impatience, 


- and Repining even at her ſmalleſt Fa- 
L yours to the Remiſh Party , whilſt bur 
© WW the leaſt Impediments to her yet unſa- 
"3 Wl tisfied Ambition, ( for to be uppermoſt, 
== WH was not enough; unleſs ſhe could be all 
 {Wroo) began to think of ſome more Ex- 
© Wl peditious way, for the Weeding out of 
- Popery 3 and to look out for a ſharper 
0 Pruning-Hook, than meer Teaching 
5 WF and Preaching, todo the Work of Re- 
- formation : Set agog therefore upon Di- 
ry {patch and Execution, ſhe felt the Itch 
pi of her Fore-fathers ; and if Honour and 
1 Reputation could be {afe; ſhe ſhould not 


ſcruple ar a little of the Old-faſhioned 
p | 
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Shamble-work to gain her Point. Bat 
conſidering, tirat tg -puniſh Diſlent in 
Religion, and B:re-fac'd too, with Deaths 
would carry too much the looks of O!a 
Smithfield, and ſo beſtain her own lonz- 
boaſted Gentlenes and Innocence 3 Ihe 
is therefore put to no little Study «nd 
Invention, ..ro over-leap that Diſſiculty, 
and accompliſh her Projection ;- till 2s 
laſt ſhe lights upon this incomparable 
Stratagem to mask her Deſigns, and 
ſmoorh all; viz. to puniſh Recuſancy 
with Death, under the Bl:ck and Dit- 
mal Brand of High _—_ The Mca=- 
ſares and Gradzcions uſed, and made to- 
wards raiſing this artful Superſtructure, 
take in ſhort as follows. 

In the firſt Year of Queen Elizabeth, 
ſhe Aſſ:rts her Spiritual and Eccleſia- 
ſtical Supremacy, in all things and Cau- 
ſes whatever, and Creates an Oath to 
be tendered her Subjects, for Confirma- 
tion of that Power. 

In the fifth of Her Reign » grown 
warmer in that Supremacy z She lmpo- 
ſes the Oath upon all. Miniſters and 

rs of the Government , even to 

ers, Attorneys, &c. and particu- 
larly to be taken by every Member of 
Parliament; And the ſecond Refuſal cf 
taking it , after a firſt Tender of ir 
Three Months before, is made High 
Treaſon. 

In Her Thirteenth Year, to, Recon» 
cile, or be Reconciled to the Church of 
Rome, is High Treaſon. 

In Her Twenty Third, the former 
Staiute 18 Explained and Confirmed, and 
the Offender, beſides the Pains of 
Death , to forfeit all Lands, _ Tene- 
ments, Goods and Chattels, as in Caſes 
of High Treaſm, ([ A very any 
of Grape, to ſet their very Childrens Teeth 
on Edge with ; and to Puniſh even Un- 
born Heirs. ] | 

In the Twenty Seventh , Every Je- 

A2 p ſuice, 
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ſuite, Seminary, or other Prieſt, born 
within the Queens Dominions, and Or- 
dained without or within the Realm, 
by any Authority derived from the See 
of - Rome, that (hall come into, or remain 
within this Realm, ſhall be Adjudged, 
and ſuffer as a Traytovr. 

Ay, God knows,a v ry juſt Sentence, 


if the Charge be but true: But I de- - 


ſire to know , by what Legerdemain is 
this Reconciliation made Hich Treaſon ? 
1s either the. Life, or Dignity of- the 
King ſtruck at, by my being a Member 
of this or that Communien ? ' By my 
believing this or that the way to Heaven ? 
Can Faith in God be Treaſon againſt 
Man; for that's the reſvlc of' the Que- 
ſtion ? Can a Chriſtians heſt Endea- 
vour to ſave his own, or his Brothers 
Soul,. be a Machination to deſtroy nis 
Prince - or his Countrey? Or can my 
Praying, or not Praying to a Saint, my 
Adoring, or not Adoring the Exchariſt, 
make me a true, or not true Leige- 
man ? If Errors in Faith can amount 
to HIGH TRE ASON, and the 
Government is in Conſcience, Ob 
totreat them as ſuch, Lord bave Mir- 
cy #p? #5! How came the Fews to live 
with that Impunity in the Common- 
wealth, that inſtead 'of Miſ-believing 
in . Points of Doctrine, believe not ſo 
much as in the Goſpel,, or CHRIST 
himſelf? 

But laying the charge of High Trea- 
ſer more cloſely againſt them, pointing 
even- to the blackeſt part of their 


Tranſgreſſion, their Belief or Aſfrtion . 


of the Pope's Spiritual Supremacy ; 
wh t's all that too any more than mecr 
matrer of Faith ſtill ? Nor carries it 
the leaſt ſhadow of the :Subjetts Breach 
of Duty to the Soveraign. For all that 
Headſhip they give the Pope, is meerly 
Spiritual, ia D:ciſion of Points of Faith, 
or. Rites of Worſhip; the Pope even 


in all Reigns, being utterly denied al 
Temporal or Civil Juriſdiftion whate- 
ver: Nay, fo tender has the Royal 
Prerogative 'bcen here in England, that 
the very Laws of the Land, even inthe 
moſt Rigid Romiſh Adminiſtration, had 
Provided, that no Canons from. the Pa 
pal See, nor Decrees of Councils them 
ſelves, ſhould bind here , till receivec 
and allowed by common Aſſent : Yes 
and farther to fence againſt all Incroac 
ments whatever, from the Papal See 
in-the height of the RomiſhIntereſt here 
Statutes have been Enafted z Witneſ: 
that of' the Proviſors, to reſtrain al 
Papal Invaſions of the Sovereign Right 
of Kings; fo that whatever their mi 
ſtaken Speculative Opinion may Attri 
bute to their Pope, their Loyalty © 
Obedience to their Sovereign, neither 
is, nor can be touch?d,. or *concetned b 
any fuch, thovgh never ' ſo Erroneous 
an' Article 'of their Belief. 

And what unhappily looked a litt! 
ſeverer in. the-Statutes that Aſſerted 
Queen Elizaveth's Supremacy under the 
Penalty of Dzath, than -ineicher of Her 
Predeceſſours, her Father Hemy, or her 
Brother Edward ; and that poſſibly laid 
that Stombling-Block , that 'a Komaniſt 
could not eaſily overlcapz was from an 
Article of their Faith, ſo long rooted 
and grounded in them, ( how rightfully 
is-not the matter) received from Age 
to Age,-ard Generation to Generation, 
in Favour of their Pope, to be Comp<:l- 
led by a yeſterdays A of Parliament, 
under no leſs a Guilt than High Trea- 
ſon, 'and under the Penalty of Death ; 
not only to acknowledge, but to ſwear 
her Majeſty, to be wholly and ſolcly, inF" 
all cauſes and things » the Spiricual 
Head of the Church within her Domi- 
nions, who otherwiſe before in her pri- 
vate Capacity, was incapable of ſo much 
as a Sub-Dcaconſhip in'a Countrey _ 
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riſh; and if St. Pau! may be believed, 
not qyalifizd for ſo much as ſpeaking 
in a Religious Aſſembly. 

Bat conſidering the Populzr Tender- 
neſs ſeems a little more favourable to 
the poor Lay-Romanift , and ſomething 
Commiſ:rates his h-rdſhip from the 
Letter "of this Law ;z yet they'll tell you 
"tis nothing but high Juſtice againſt 
the Romiſh” Prieſt, as taking Orders 
from Rome, in themſelves little Jeſs than 
Damnable 2nd Diabolical , as received 
from the Papal Sce, the very Scat of 
Antichriſt ; and then returning home, 
Or ſtaying within the Realm againſt the 
Law; All which Notorious Overt Ads, 
are- but too reaſonably declared High 
Treaſon ;, and the Offznders therein, are 
juſtly -Expoſed to the ſevereſt of Pu- 
niſhmnents, as due to ſo Capital a 
Tranſpgreſlion. 

To this Thundering Charge, as big 
as it ſounds, (to ſhow the Weakneſs 
even of the greateſt Strength of their 
Penal Laws ) 1 ſhall only make this 
ſhort Reply. | 

If the Church of England has, and 
always does admit a Convert Romiſh 
Prieſt, into the Proteſtant Clergy, with- 
out any Re-ordination to” Capacitate 
him for that. Admiſſion , (as we need 
look no' farther than to the conſtant 
Praftice of the Church , without ſo 
much as one Example to the contrary, 
from the very Bzginning of the Refor- 
mation ) how unjuſtly are taking Or- 
ders from Rome, charged with ' Hi h- 
Treaſon? If the Orders from Rome be 
in themſelves Holy and Sacred, how 
are they Damnible and Antichritti=n ? 
And how the taking of them High Trea- 
ſon ? If not Holy nor Sacred, ( as if 
High Treaſon in the very receiving of 
them, they cannot be) does tte Church 
of England entertain Paſtors into her 
Miniſterial Fur&ion Unconſecrat2d, fer 
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the Divine Service of Goz 7 God for- 
bid! No; the very Prattice and Con- 
ccſſion of the Church in this Caſe, 
does ſo confront the palpable Inju- 
ſtice of this Statute, that nothing can be 
ptainer, 

And if ſuch are the Ro»miſb Orders, 
and the free choice of o:r Beli:f in 
God, and the Church we hope to be 
ſaved in, be in our own Election, ( for 
our own Souls are anſwerable for it) 
by the ſame liberty of choice z why 
may not a zealous B:liever be his own 
chooſer, whether he will be a Member 
or Paſtor of the Flock he owns, as his 
own Abilities to ſerve God in cither 
Station ſhall dictite to him? Ard why 
are men Baniſh*d, and Excluded from 
their Native Right, in the Kinglom in 
which they are born, for only endea- 
vouring to ſecure themſelves, their no 
leſs Native Right in that of H*aven ? 

One Obſervation in the Statute of 
the Fifth of Her Reign, I had almoſt 
forgotten, not a little worthy Remark : | 
In this Statute, where the Inca zacity of 
the taking the Oath 'of the Q1cens Spi- 
ritual Syupremacy, »f for a Refuſal of an 
Oath in that Caſe, is only a Conſcien- 
ciouvs Incapacity of raking it) is made 
High Treaſon : In one Clauſe of ir the 
Qneen is pleaſed to tell us, She u« /e 
ſuff.ciently aſſured of the Faith and Loy4l- | 
ty of Her 1emporal Lords, that this Att, | 
nor any thing contamed in it z ſhall not | 


Extend to' Her Barons , nor the Oath be | 
Impoſed uyon them, . 

What ContradiQions and Cob-webb- } 
Laws-are here? A Commoner belike | 
ſor his Incapacity of taking that Oath, | 
is guilty of High Treaſon; but aaron f 
ſo lacap2citared, is a Faithful and Loy- #8 
al Gentl:man; as if they were not e-- ? 
qually Subje&ts to the Crown, and e. : 
qually Criminal in any Tranſpgreſſion as ; 
*Tis true, had the pirticulzr | 
FavoiÞ; 
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Four and Indulgence of the Govern» 
ment reſolved ro Exempt the Peer from 
the Penalty only of this Lzw, it hid 
been ſomething ; but to diſcharge him) 
Eo None, fiom the Guike too, makes 
the whole Statute ſuch an Arvitrary De- 
Cclaration of Treaſon, that both the Com- 
pilers of ſuch Laws, and the Defenders 
of t!;em, Onght to blu at. 

Now asthis is the Treatment that the 
Remiſh Recuſzncy meets from our Penal 
Laws , let us fre whar better fare the 
Proteſtant DiſſeatersAgd amongſt them. 

To begin therefore with the very firſt 
Peral Vengeance that was arm<d ag2inſt 
them,let us examine the 3 5!h of Elizabeth, 

Eliz. 35. Chap. 1. Fer preventing ſuch 
great Inconveniences and Perils as might 
happen, and grow by the wicked and dange- 


' roms prattices of Seditions Seftaries , and 


Diſloyal Perſons, it is EnaQted, That if 


| any Perſon above ſixteen years of Age, 


ſhall forbear coming to Church for one 
momh ;, or (hall either move or perſwade 


, any othey Perſon to abſtain from bearing 
_ of Divine Service, or ryeceivimug the Com- 
, Munion «ccording to Law, or come to any 


Unlawful Aſſemblies, Conventicles, or 
Meetings 3 every ſuch Perſon ſhall be im- 


\\ priſoned without Bail, till he Conform, 
. and do in ſome Church make this ogen ſub» 


miſſion following : 
The Form of Submiſgon. 
1 A. B. Do humbly confeſs and 


- acknowledge, That I have gri- 


" Vouſly offended Gold in contemning 
| | Hi ] Majeſtys Godly and Law- 


ful Government and Authority, by 
abſenting my ſelf from Church, and 
from hearing Divine Service, con- 
trary to the Godly Laws and Sta- 


twtes of this Realm ; and in uſing 
and frequentimz Diſordered and 
Unlawful- Conventicles and Aſſem- 
hlies, under pretence and colour of 
Religion ; and I am beartily ſorry 
for the [ame,8c.CAnd lo on,till he 
pronufes future Conformicy.] 


You ſee what hard meat they are ti- 
ed to, Contorm or lie in Goal without 
Bail or Mainprize : And what's very re- 
markable, it a Poor Criminzl, etther 


really :rc2toned , or only trighted into 


Conformity irom the Dread of this Law, 
ſhr'i be *'Ving to mend and obey, hes 


nowov'r hon 2 i0 ſuch a Form of 

fljon , t3i-.. 1it Declare In 0- 
pen Cinch in tic F:ce of Gods and his 
own Coutts what he knows to be 
a Notoriv':s Lie: For how zealouſly, 
how peaceably, or how deyoutly ſoever 
himſelf, and his other Diſſenting Bre- 
thren frequented the © fore-mentioned 
Porbidden Aſtmblies ; *twill not ſuffice 
to ſay his and their Devotion and Zeal 
were miſled and erronious, and that he 
is willing for the future to be better in» 
ſtruKed by the Paftors of-the Church of 
England, to whom he returns z but he 
muſt charge all his former Religious 
Worſhip with a Diſſimulation-Maſque, 
as only a Preteyce and Colour of Reli- 
gion ; and ſo brand Himſelf and his 
Neighbours with the bafeſt and falſeſt of 
Hypocriſie : For no leſs expiatory Peni- 
tence will ſerve his turn. 

Is it not highly to be ſuſpeRed, that 
the Compilers of theſe Statutes valued 
the Reputation of their Laws above the 
Souls of their Converts ? For conſidering 
they are pleaſed to charge Diſorder and 
Diſloyalty upon tne Diſſenting Aſem- 
blies , the Penitent muſt confeſs "4 
m- 
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chments tre, or the Walls of a 
"Goal, like the Old faſhioned Elo- 
quence of Racks , ſhall pinch him till 
he does it. 

But to return to our Statute. If the 
Party do not Conform, and make his Sub- 
miſſion within three Months after Convittion, 
then being required by. any Fuſtice of Peace, 
He or She fhall in open Conrt, ( at the Aſ- 
fixes or Seſſions) Abjure the Realm of En- 
gland, and all other the [| King's ] Domi- 
nions, within ſuch Time as the Conrt ſhall 
Aſſign : And by {ſuch Abjuration, ſhall loſe 
and Herfei all Goods and Chattels for ever, 
and Lands and Tenements daring Life, [A 
very Extraordinary ſort of Baniſhment, 
when by loſing all a Man has into the Bar- 
gain, the Law not only provides to ſend 
him packing , perhaps, to none of the 
moſt Hoſpitable Shores ; but at the ſame 
time, very induſtriouſly takes care to 
ſee him ſtarve there too.) 

But if ſuch Party either Reſuſe to for ſwear 
the Land, or do any Time after ſuch Abju- 
ration, returnto England, or any of [His] 
Majeſty's Dominions, then he ſhall Die as 4 
Felon, without Benefit of Clergy, &c. 

You ſee here's the very ſame Impeach- 
ment againſt the Nonconformi/t too. The 
ſame Taint runs through the. Proteſtant 
Diſſent, as did before through the Romiſh 
Recuſancy : And without any of the 
forementioned Capital Popiſh Guile of 
owning a Forreign Juriſdiction, ( for 
there wants no ſuch unneceſſary Treaſon, 
to heap up th:ir Sum) they are never- 
theleſs both alike , 7 winn- Brothers in In;- 
quity; and Sedition and Diſloyalty the 
equal charge againſt them, And though 
*ris true, the Dudgeon of theſe Laws 
Fives not Death at the firſt Blow ; how- 
ever, itends in the 0/4 Nooſe, a Halter, 


- caly under a new Name of Felony. 


You have here the Infant Vengeance, 
the very Pcimitive Scorpions. of our 


*, 


Church, in laſh of Nonconformity. | 
ſhall not ſo much Inſtance the great Zeal 
of our Church, to kcep vp this Narling 


Statute in Force : Witneſs the :6:th ot 


Car. 2. onthat Occaſion: Nor the pat- 
ticular Applauſe a late Auther cf our 
Church gave His late Majeſty, for the 
Exerciſe of His Royal Prerogative, ( 5s 
he terms it ) in preſerving that Law , 
which was doom'd to 2n undeſerved Fzrte, 
that is, when the Bill for the Repeal of 
that Srarure, had paſt both Houſcs, and 
lay ready for His Maj« ſty*s Signing ;z His 
Maj:ſty by His Royal Prerogative, ( a 
very unpreſidented one , and therefore 
the worthier that Authors Commend: - 
tion ) Connived at the Clerk in Partia- 
ment, that ſo carefully performed His 
Commiſſion in loſing it. 

The Church of Englands great Tender- 
neſs for this Statute, is not ſo much her 
Trophy, as the Numerous Offendcis Im- 
peach*d by this Law : Witneſs the late 
many Thouſands at one time, Indicted 
upon this very Statute; a great part 
whereof lay in Goals, and all of them 


expecting their approaching Abjuration, 


Baniſhment, &c. Had not a ſpecial Bezm 
from Heaven, in His Majeſty's moſt fgnal 
Clemency, like the Angel of Peter, ſet c- 
pen their Priſon Doors; an Act of fo 
much more than Royal Mercy, that poſli- 
bly, together with the Numerous Pray- 
ers ſent up to Heaven for Him, in return 
for ſuch UnparalePd Grace, may not have 
a little contributed to obtain from the 


Almighty Thron?, our late truly Royal . 


Deodat ;, ſo ſpecial a Bleſſing of his Age, 


and Hope of His Kingdom, poflibly gi- - 


ven him as the Mecd and Reward of ſuch 
Tranſcendent Compaſſion and Clemency. 

Well then ! Both Conventicles zrd 
Maſs-Houſes muſt lye under the ſame D:- 
lemma, and ſhare the ſame Fate : whillt 
Treaſon and Sedition Vyes at the bottom of 


the - 


_— 
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tne Diſſent on all ſides. And to fix this 
Imputation upon them, 2re there any of 
onr Laws made all along agiinſt 1Voncor- 
formiſts, but whoſe Preamble runs upon 
any leſs Topick, than the Breach of the 
Peace, and the Undermining the very 
Faandation of the Government ; and all 
for deſzrting the Church of England, and 
m2eting in their own Religious Aſſem- 
blies, ro offer up their Prayers and De- 
votions to God, according to their Con- 
ſciences? Was there ever a late Conven- 
ticle diſturb*d, with any other Warrant, 
than as Riotouſly, and Routouſly Aſſembled, 
and thereupon puniſh*d with Fines, Im- 
priſonments, Sequeſtrations and Baniſh- 
meats, ſometimes to the Ruine of whole 
Families ? Whilſt ovr Laws, with the 
ſame Maſquerade, as in the Popiſh High 
Tre:tſon betore, charges the meer meet- 
ing to Worſhip God, with no leſs then 


| © S-dition and Diſloyalty, 


But wherein lay this Szdition and Diſ- 
loyalty? Was it in their ſo Meeting ? No 
ſire ; for as the Intention makes the 
Guilt, the Intention was only a Religious 
W. orjhip, and not 7 S:ate-Diſturbance. 

Was the Sedition then in the Doctrines 
they Preach'd or Printed ? If ſo, Why was 
it not proved againſt them ? Their Wr1- 
tings are not only publick enough to ſtand 
that 7e/, but allo their Mzecing-houſe 
Doors ſtood open, and their Enemies 
have all along, been both Potent and 
Namerous enough to hear and deteCt any 
Seditious D2ſiga or Doftrines againſt the 
Church or State : And the Law was fur- 
niſh*d both with Reds and Axes to puniſli 


any Crime of that kind, according to. its 


2merit, before the Penal Laws were ſo 
much as thonght on : Beſides, to clear 
them in this Point, what Writers are ſo 
Voluminons as the Diſſenters? And to 
| Prove our Epiſcopal Speftaeles; read no 


ſuch S:ditiows Dodrines amongſt them» 


How comes it that ſeveral of the Diſſen- 
ters Books, as Owen and Caryl's Works, 
&c..have.been thought worthy to inſtruct 
our molt Orthodox Clergy, when ſo ma- 
ny of them are to'be found in all their 
Sudies and Libraries ? 

If then they neither publickly Preach, 
nor Print any ſuch DoCtrines of that Sedi- 
tious and Diſloyal Stamp, do they in Con- 
verfation Own or Avow any ſuch Trayte- 
rous or Diſloyal Principles ? No, ſure ; 
they have more Wit. If they are ſo har- 
dy as to do that, we have other Laws 
ro nooſe *em, without the help-of thoſe 
Religious Penal Statutes. 

Do they then commit any open Act of 
Treaſon, Sedition,. &e. Let them do that 
if chey dare. If we once catch them at tharx 
Game, the Government .has *em faſt e- 
nough, either Popilh or-Proteſtant Diſlen- 
ters, by the Heels and the Necks too: Nor 
is anv thing of this the Treaſon. or Diſ- 
loyalty that theſe Srarures pretend to Ar- 
raign. Who ever heard of any Overt 
Att of Treaſon or Sedition, Indicted by 
the 23d, or the 35th. of Elizabeth ? 


Then if neither Preaching , Printing, 
Speakzng, or Atting of any thing Trayto- 
rous or Seditious, be the Capital Guilt 
theſe. Statutes are level'd at, certainly 
thinking of Treaſon muſt be the Crime. 
A Popiſh or Proteſtant Recuſant, is ſuch 
an Offeader, that by the very Afﬀettions 
of his .Soul,. cannot be : Loyal to the 
Crown: And to prove this Infallible Ac- 
cuſation -true, the - Proteſtant” Wiſdom 
has by Divine Inſpiration, formd a Law to 
Arraign and Condemn the. very. Thowghrs 
of the Yeart,. of which God only. can be 
Jidge. . And truly, to make the Calumny 
ſtick the faſter, they have- Eſtabliſh'd it 
by a Maxime, held almoſt as Szecred as 
Goſpel, Vo Biſhop, no Kine, 


No; thovgh Sedition and Diſloyalty 
was the pretenpce, it pincht not there. The 
Difſcmers grew too Numerous, ard the 
Church of England began to lee her Grarndery 
her Diang Grandure (hrivk, and her Dear 
Domimon leſſen, and theretore tor EnaCting 
this, and indeed ail other her Penal Cams, 
her old Arts muſt be oxce more her Retuge - 
The Nor-conformiſts mult be crultit and ſup- 
preft, aud to avoid ail Imputations of Op- 
preſſion and Cruelty, Sedition and Riots, and 
what not, mui be the Charge againſt them, 
aud the Law gilded over with that fair Ti- 
tle to make it ſwaiiowable. *Tis true in- 
deed the Church Indignation has generally 
contented it felf with omiting the latter 
part of the Execution, viz. Death 44 a Fe- 
don. 
taken careto make their Purſes if notrheir 
Veir.s bleed for.it, aud that roo ſometimes 
by ſo rotal a Drein, that whole Families 
have been reduced to the cendition of Star- 
yinz,whkich is the very next Door toit. And 
a! thingsconſidered, Liberty, next to Life, 
is ſo dcar, thar whole Ycars of Noylome 
Imp: iſonment haye been very little the calt- 
er Puniſhment. | | 

Take then the whole Penal Laws toge- 
ther, the Rubbiſh ſo induſtriouſly piled up 
by our Proteſtant Bulwark- makers, for the 

acat Fence of a Church, and ccme to rhe 
Fall Reſult of al, Here's the Cbares of Eng- 
laxd (o poorly Prevaricating as to toltow 
thoſe very ſNeps which with all her higheſt 
Noiſe and Exclamations the pretends are 
her greateft Deteſtation avd Abhorrence. 
And whilſt the plaincr Remanift Enatts &Ex- 
ecutes his moſt Capital Laws againſt Here- 
fie from his Church, uxder the downright 
Name of Hereſie ; onr poorer ſpirited Law- 
makers are for puniſhing Herefie from their 
Church, under Maſque and Diſguiſe, ob- 
. trading their Penal Laws uponthe World, 
ander Elan eanclt of Hypecrifie & Japoſtnre. 
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However it has too often laboriouſly ' 


Beſides ascre Irftance more, thzt Pic 
ſent in Religion from the N:- ure of the 
thing is not lo han:ious as tncle Laws would 
render it, how comes the Chic of Ergland 
to treat for many Forraign Protellant States 
and Kingdoms, with that reſpect, as Bre- 
thren Profeſſors of Trath, when not one of all 
thoſe Proteſtar.t Kingdoms, but is a D.ſen- 
ter from the Church of Engleand,and yet lo vis 
gouroutly Perſecutes her own fe! ov Sub- 
j:Cts for the very ſame Diſſcnt, with all the 
forementioned Rtigmatizing Brard+,cfc, 

Having given you this purttait of our 
Penal Laws, ſhall only add lome few Linea- 
ments more, and ſo liniſh the Pcice. And 
to make a further Bal'ance betwixt our 
ſelves and Rome in that Point, bow un- 
chriftian or unwarrantable ſoever all ſuch 
Penal Inflictions for meer Conſcience may 
be,the Church of Rome has, or at leaſt fancies 
ſhe has ſome little pretext for ſuch Laws. 
For under her Famous Tenent of extra Eccle- 
feam nulla ſalms, and her confinement of Sal- 


vation only within her own Boundaries, ſhe 


may have ſometimes conſented to- the 
praQtice of cutting off a fray Sheep, to ter- 
rihe the reft of the Flock from leaping the 
Fold, as imagining to her ſelf in fo do- 
ing, and in Sacrificing ſome loſt Sons of 
Perdition (for ſuch ſhe accounts them ) ard 
thereby lopping off ſome corrupt Member, 
already paft hope of Redemption, the only 
ſecures poſſibly the whole Body, as ſhe 
thinks, from Apoſtacy and Damnation. Ard 
conſequently ſuch examplary Afts, though 
of the greateſt Rigour, how miſtaken ſ0- 
ever, are only intended as abſolutely ne- 
ceflary for that great end, 'Uinivcral 
Salvatfon. Bur, alas / our more chaFi- 
table Church, that dares not bound the 
Grace of God, but by a larger Latitude, 
and more extended Operation of the Blocd 
of Chrift, equally allows Salvation to true 
Zeal = Piety in both Churches, and indeed 

in 


——£7 


_ —— 


®., £., $4.44 05, 12 Ae es oor is, eo te A. 


LI" 


in ail Chriſtian Profeſſions: Under all this 
Conceſſion , I ſay, our Proteſtant Church 
utterlyryants this Loop-hole,&upon true ex- 
amination will be found wholly lnexcuſable: 
for in Executing of her Sanguinary Laws 
in Puniſhment of meer matter of Conſci- 
ence, ſhe cuts off, not like Rome, the ſup- 


poſed Members of Perdition, but even thoſe. 
Profeſſors of Chriſtsanity, which by her own 


Conteſſion may be equally. with her (elf the 
Sons of Grace arid Co-heires of Salvation. 
Nay, Flventure to add one bold Word 
more, becauſe atrue one, The Church of 
England in her once Executing of her San- 
guinary Laws, is undoubtedly guilty of 
more Barbarity then the Tex Primitive Hea- 
then Perſecmtions, For in all caſes of Suffter- 
ing for Religion, 'tis an undeniable Maxim, 
That He that. makes the Martyr leaſt thinks 
he makes him. The Bloodielt Pagan Thrants 
in all the ſtudied Arts of Torments, Blaod 
and Chriſtian Maſſacre, did not believe that 
they Butchered the then only Prefeſſors of 
Truth and- Heires of Heaven; but on the 
contrary, in Devotion to their, own v4 £ 
poſed true Deities, they thought they only 
Executed Apsſt ates, Blaſphemers and I: dels, 
for ſach they accounted the Chriſtiazs, as 
profeſt Deſerters of their Heathen Gods and 
Sacrifices : But all this while our Charch of 


England (I am ſorry tother ſhame it mult be. 


ſpoken) out does the very Heqthens them- 
Cres, in EnaCting and Executing thoſe ſe- 
verelt Penal! Cruelties, by which ſhe Ruins, 
Deſtroys, or Cuts off thoſe very Members 
of Chriftianity, who ( if true Zealots in. 
their Profeſſion) ſhe owns are in the num- 
ber of the Ele of God; and if any true 
Zealots amongit them, thoſe certainly that 
have courage to ſuffer Gaols, Sequeſtrations, 
Baxiſhments, &c. even to the conſtancy of 
dying for their Religica, are not the leatt of 


themz, and .conſequently ſhe cannot deny,. 
bus in. Executing thoſe Laws,  flic both. 


f.10 ) 
makes the Martyr, and knows ſhe makes him. 


.or why #tle 


too.. And if ſhe's fo blameable in her Se- 
verity againſt the Romaniſts, much more 


criminal muſt her Rigour againſt the D:ſſene 


ters be, whom the owns toditter from her 
ſelf in lictls more then Ceremonies and 
Punitilies, by her own Confeili6n no. ways 
ellential to Salvation. 

Nay, the Ferment has ſometimes boil'd 
ſo high, that our Preteft ant Church has put 
her Zcal upon the ſtretch to find means to 
vent her Indignation, when ſome of thoſe 
very Laws againſt Recyſancy have been ex- 
tended agairſt the Proteſtant Diſſenters,& the 
greateſt part of their Sufferings received 
from the Laſh of thoſe Laws. I ſhall not 
pretend todive [o far, as to aſcertain whe- 
ther that comprehenlion was, Originally 
Deſigned by thoſe Laws, or otherwiſe, an 
Artificial Superſtru#are to ſerve a State turn; 
but. either way the Seyerity of thoſe Laws 
is not a little notorious, where fo trivial 
matters of Dillegt in Religion., as has 
been ſaid before, haye. been fo cruelly 
treated, | 

But if our Proteſtant Church eannot poſi» 


bly be reconciled to Liberty of Conſcience, - 


and therefore, theſe Laws were her Wea- 
pons againſt it, her more generous way, at. 
leaſt more agreeable to a Chriſtian Proteſſi- 
on, had been. firſt fairely to. .have over- 
thrown it by diat of Argument, before ſhe 
made uſe of dint of Steel to- do-it by z and 
for that . purpaſe, I wonder how that fa- 
mous Biſhop Taylor has paſt for ſo great a 
Dotter of the Church, all this while, and 
his Treatiſe apon that Subje&t, called , 
Liberty of Propheſying, not yet antwered; 
was not the Author under 
no ſmall Ecclefraſtical Fulminations- (if no 
other way toanſwer it) for. fo terrible a 
Blow, againſt the .Churcbes long main fa- 
vourite. Bulwark', her, Penal. Laws. . "Tis 


trop [oogſeS, alpcher mea lng hey 


ai a _ - ©. » Hr. © * *%% > Xt w& 


ko yy > ©} © WV 3» WweoW OL &* 2X Xak coo AX. . 


chargeable upon the Eccleſiaſtics. 


tence at all other Weapons, after the late 
ings Reſtoration, they very wiſely bought 
up the whole Impreſſion, to filence and ttt- 


fle it, andthereſt of his Works Reprinted 


without it. . 
*Fis true, ſome People will obje&t, What 


' art all theſe Laws to the Church, when enatted 


only by the civil Power, as an Expedient for nts 
own Security and Defence, and therefore War- 
rantable and Lawful ,nor in anyreſpe#& are the 
Alas! this 
is ſuch a fceble ObjeAion, that *tis ſcarce to 
be named without bluſhing ; as if the Cler- 
ydid not Att in Parliament by their Repre- 
Eatatives 3 Nay, the very Biſhops ſitting 


'there in Perſon, aſſ:nting to, and undoub- 


tedly little leſs then Original Founders of 
thoſe: Laws, but grant ir, as they ſay, the 
meer Eftabliſhment of the Civil Powzr ; 
the Clergy by owning the Jaſtice, and aſſer- 
ting the Neceflity of ſuch Laws for defence 
of their Church, the Lay-power in this 


' caſe is little more then the Cats-paw to rake 


out the Cheſrur. 

I confeſs indeed we have had many late 
Pulpit Diſcourſes on this Subjeft, and ſe- 
veral ſoftening Perſwaſions urggd, tothrow 
off this Severity on the Temporal Admini- 
ftration : But truly, to our Churches great 
misfortune, her numerous Excommunica- 
tions, the peculiar Bolts of her own ſpiri- 
tual Vengeance,and the Goalings that have 
followed thoſe Thunder-Peales, are ſuch 
notorious confronting Demonſtrations a- 
gainſt her, that her clearing her Hands in 
this matter, isa Second wafhing the Ethi- 
op. Beſides wherein are the Civil Rulers, 
and the Temporal Power of a Chriſtian 
Governmen!, any ways more authoriled to 
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(ir 
'{{ghted upon one incomperable Stratagem 
- toconfute it, (for 'tis in Controverkie as 'tis 
iin Wat, "where open Force cannot Con- 
«quer, Policy muſt) vzz. finding theirIm- 


outgo the Goſpel Maderstion and Siemens 
cy, for any Politick Conſideration what- 
ever, then the more immediate Oracles of 
Truth, our Paſtors themſelves. 

And this the great Legiſlators of thoſe 
Penal Statutes very well knew, and there- 
fore as I told you before, they cunningly 
converted Recuſancy into high Tr:aſon, and 
Noneonformity into Sedition, Diſloyalty, and 
what not,to find ſomething,tho but Seemirg- 
ly juſtifiable for the Fangs of their Laws to 
lay hold of; and fo boulltered up their 
Penal Statutes to make them able to walk 
upright, 

But to evidence how highly onr very 
Church Men have intereſted themſelves in 
the Perſecution of Non-conformity, and 
ſhewn their implacable averſion even to the 
leaſt ſhadow of Moderation, what was 
their Prolecution of Dr/h:tby and vir Bold, 
on the latter of whoſe Head our Church In- 
dignatien, and our Ecclcfiaſtical Boanerges 
were not contented to pover down their 
common Vials of Wrath, by any fingle 
proceſs againſt him, to try the Point ; but 
they heaped no lels then ſix ſeveral Suites at 
Law againſt him at one time; as if the 
Glory of ſo Divine a Quarrel could put the 
{tamp of Honour even vpon common Bar- 
rerty it ſelf: Nay, ſome of our very Cler- 
gy Menthought it no Blemiſh to their Gown 
to act the very part of Informers again 
him. 

I'l only put this one Qneftion to all the 
Doors of our Church, With what Con- 
ſcience can a Church that owns its felt Fal- 
lible, eſtabliſh Laws to punifh Diſſenters in 
Religion, when by her own Conteſſion of 
Fallivility, ſhe neither has nor can have any 
certainty or aſſurance (how ſtrong ſoever 
ſhe thinks or hopes her own Foundation Jbut 
that ſhe Punithes thoſe that poſſibly may be 
more in the Right then her ſelf; more e- 
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ſpecially in thoſe Profeſſions that found 
tacir Diſſenting Points ef DoCtrine upon 
her own Balis the Scripture? To ipeak a 
little further to this Point: * What was our 
ſeparation from the Romſh Commur.son, and 
conſequently our whole Reformation any 
more then diſclaiming theerronzous Do- 
Arines cf the Rom:ſb Church, and retrench- 
ing her uſeleſs or 1wperitictious Ceremonies ? 
and as {everal of the Dyſſenters intirely con- 
cur with us in diſclaiming the ſame errone- 
ous Opinions, only dittering from us in re- 
farming more of their Ceremonies, than our 
{elves, | defire to be informed, by what 
Light, unlels by an infailible Spirit, our 
Church can ſay, Reform thus far and no fur- 
ther; The Reformation in this very bound is 
Holy ard Sacred, and one fep beyond it or va- 
ration from it #5 Offence and Sin. 

And that a farther Reform may not look 
altogether ſo impardenable, King Edward 


the Sixth was plealed to tell the World, in. 


his Common Prayer Book, That the Reforms 
then made in the Publick Liturgy mere not com- 
pleat , He having at preſent no further Re- 
formed then the time then would bear, and 
that a farther Reform was intended tobe 


' made by him. 


But ſince that ſhort Raigned Prince, 1i- 
ved not to the performance of the Pra- 
miſe, pray have his Proteff ant Sueceſſors 
made that further Reform for kim ? 
traly I am afraid none or nextto none, the 
Liturgy and what elſe remaining almoſt en- 
tire (if not more exceptionavle) as He lett 
it. Now here will ſeveral odd Debates 
ariſe, as firlt either that pions Prince, aud 
our Original Reformers had they finiſhed 
that Reform '(lotender are ovr Laws, even 
in the leaſt ſyilable of our preſent Liturgy) 
muſt have out gone the due bounds of Re: 
fortnation,and by fo haigicousanError have 
pulted/ down upon themſelves the ſcandal 
of ScFaricr, or clle our prelent. Sectat tcs 


ſo called in endeavoring to: follow ſo Pieus 


and Royal a Leader, peſlibly may not de- 
{erve all the hard Names and harder Fates 


.J 


our Penal Laws have beſtowed upon them : 
So that upon the Ifſue not only that Young 


King and our Primitive Dottors muſt bein * 
the wrong for intending any ſuch further | 
Retorm, .or oor preſent Reformers in the ' 
wrong, for {o louely quarreling the leafk 


atcempt of ſuch a Retorm, as ſo guilty and 
{oblack an Apeſtacy. | 


I cannot tell waat Equity wiſer Heads 


of Gee An owe wo fro ug a= Um 


may find out for the Ordination of Pexal * 
Laws, but truly in my opinion, the great ' 
Prince- of Peace, that reprimanded the ' 


drawing of that Sword that cat off -but 


the Ear of the High-Priefts Servant, tho 


in his own immediate Caule, very little in- 
tended the raiſing his Charch, or the pro- 


pagation of kis Goſpel, by either Axes, Or 


Gibbers, or Gaols, or Dungeons. 
And He that left us the Standard of 


Chriftianity, in the Innocency of Doves, 


never commiſſioned ns the Rapine of Yul- 
twres,and tho weare conceded the Subtilty 


of Serpents, | know no Warrant that He ' 


gave us either for the Stizgs or the Poyſox of 
themz when the Prephelie of the Goſpel 


was, 1 hat the Church ſhould learn War na., 


more. 


And thoggy Zeal: for Truth makes me 


thes plain in deteRting the only ſhame and. 


fraiity of the Reformed Church, 1 hope fhe 


has Goodneſs enough to forgive the Bold-. 
neſs of a btuſhizg Son, who is no otherwiſe. 


ſolicitous then for her covering her own 
Nakedneſs, And that 1 may truly term it 
ſuch the Reformation, that otherwiſe may. 
boaſt her Purity and Principles oply fourid- 
ed on Hoely Writ, ard all the reſt of her 
Dottrines and PraCt ices derivedfrem thoſe 
Sacred Oracles, will be only found trippir 

here; and in-alther. ſupport of Sorta 
Records in all other Points, l am afraid mnt 
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have recourſe even to the exploded Autho- 
rity of unwritten Tradition, only for her 
Penal Laws. For 1 ſhrewdly ſaſpect that 
Loeflards Towers and Inquiſition Houſes (let 
her mince it as ſhe will) will be found the 
only Precedents for the Eſtates the has 
Cofiſcated, the Families ſhe has Beggar'd, 
the Goails ſhe has Filled, beſides her tome- 
times loading of Gibbets, and ripping up 
the Bowels even of her own Co-Diiciples, 
becauſe difjenting Profeſſors ef Chriſt, and 
all by her Pewal Laws. - 

Nor will it ſuffice for an excuſe to inſinu- 
ate, that the Etabliſhment of Relizion and 
Contormity of Worſhip on one lide, and 
t=. Pretervation of Peace and Tranquility 
of the State on the other ſide, exact the ne- 
ceſlity of ſuch rigid Laws,( tho by the by,the 
Peace of States is rather deſtroyed tnen 
upheld by ſuch Laws; for what Civil War 
in almoſt all the Chriitian World, that di- 
realy or indiretly has not had the Oppre- 
flion of ſome Religious Party, 1s greatett 
back, if not only incentive) 

No; to gain the firſt of theſe great Ends, 
let the Teachers and Profellors of our E- 
ſtabliſhed Church live up to the height of 
their Profeſſion, and recal the Waiiderers, 
and reduce the Strays into the Fold, by 
their own convincing Examples of Cari#iau 
Pictv,, amnch more commendable way of 
making Proſelit's than the forementioned 
rigid Afts of Compliance. And for the 
ſecond great End, the Governments Sccu- 
rity, if her Temporal Fences are not firovg 
enongh, ler her make ftronger ; anc 1 any 
of her Diſſenters are the diiturbers of her 
Peace, let her ſingte outthe Guilty from the 
Innecent, and wreak her j:| Vengeance 
wherc *tis deſerved, ard not punifſh whole 


- Parties, or the Diſſentit ſelf { which a> be- 


ing meer matter-of Religion 1s wholly un- 
capable of tach Crime) tor the lake of any 


corrupted Members, that cithier are of, or 
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herd nnder the covert of ſuch or ſuch a 
Congregation of Chriftians. For to do that 
Work by the undiltinguiſhing mercileſs 
Hand of her Penal Statutes, is {o little con- 
tormable to the Evanrelical Precepts, that I 
am afraid the doing tuch notorious lils that 
Good may come of it, in Puniſhing the 
Innocent with the Nocent, whatever Re- 
lIigious Security or Goſpel Propagation may 
be intended bz them; theſe Pexal Laws, I 
lay, that can ſwallow the Eſtates, Fortunes, 
Liberties and Lives of their weaker Bre- 
thren and fellow Chriltians, inftead of being 
either Chriſtian or Juſt, orany ways rela- 
ted re*em, will at lalt appear much nearer 
of kin to that Famous Rover, that wanders 
round the World to {eek whom he may De- 
your, infomuch that their Ordination will 
be tound little leſs then borrowing Engines 
from Hel! to help to ſet up Heaven. 

Now tothe Caſeof the Church of Eng- 
land, if theſe are her Penal Laws ( for 1 ſhall 
not trouble my ſelf with a tedious recital of 
the. {everzl Statates of that Nature, as be- 
ing all but Scions fromthe ſame Root) 1 
would gladly krow what Beazties, or ra- 
ther invilible Charms the Church of Eng- 
land can find in theſe Scatutes, to bein the 
leaſt folicitous for their Preſervation. For, 
alas! Maugreallher Volums written upon 
the Unreatonabvleneſs of Separation frem 
her. Communion, and her Juftification of 
her Zealogs Endeavours for Conformity, 
unlets the Means and Methods uſed ro 05- 
tain it ( as theſe Laws were intended for 
fach) be equally juſtifiable, her whole 
Pretentions {all to the gionnd, 

Nor will it excuſe her to ſay, that thy 
were cheifly at leaſt the Sanguinous part of 
ther (tcr our Gaols themſelves fomerimes 
.have been icarce able ro contain the Theou- 
ſarids that at one, time bare groancd un 
her her knottieft Thopgs, her Halters, 
and Ax& only exccpricd ) Enatted In- 
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. foul Att for that very 


Onzas if a deliberate ſtudied 111, aggravarcd 
with the Formality of Juſtice, «and in the 


etended cauſe of Heaven, were there-- 
; fore more . exculable becauſe commited, 


ſuppoſed but once in. an Agez when a 


_— the more defor astis the rarity 


' that makes the Monſter —— Beſides Queen ' 
"HAary had that plea to make; for what 
. were Two hundred. and fixty ' Proteſtants, 


even-by Fexes Muſter- Roll, Burnt fot Re- 


: Jigion in her five years Reign, to the ſome 
' Millions of  Protef ants in thoſe days, when 


ha.f the Kingdom was of that Perſwaſion. 


:A far ſhorter Catalogue of Sufferers 1 am 


a fraid when fairly computed, compared 
with the infinitely larger Scroll, of -thoſe 
almoſt unaccountable numbers of more lin- 


- gring Martyrs, that have done our Retor- 


mation the honour to breath out their: laſt 


In her- Penal Fayl1; : beſides ſome of them 
- that have tafted her kinder ſtroke of Mercy 
from the quicker Diſpatchof Halters. The 
number of both which upon inquiry made, 
- bas been feund to amount to near ſix Thou- 


ſand. | 
Toreturn therefore to his Majeſties pro- 


;poſal of Abrogating theſe Laws, tis a grea- 


ter Duty upon the Church of England to 
aboliſh them, then in the: Diſſexters them- 


Felves; for as tis a Yoke impoſed upon their 


weaker Brethren, in it ſelf wholly unjuſt, 
the Snfferer under that Yoke in indeavour- 
ing to break it, only Acts by the motives 
or 1eif-defence, the common Principle of 
Nature: But the Impoſer of "that Yoke is 
tied by the Obligation of Religion it ſelf, 
to repeal and repent his own ACct of In- 


oftice. 

Beſides If all arguments of Conſcience 
cannot prevail, and Policy not Equity 
(though Heaven forbid ſo uncharitable a 
thought) is our Churches guide; yet, even 


a6 of - CS 
Ferrero being but ſeldom put in Executi- 


ſe, ſhould rather - 


then too, what dots the yeild upin abolith2 
ing thole Laws; why, truly - nethivg z 
for whilſt the Government continues 
the Hands of a Prince of the' Remeſb* Rel 
107, thole Statutes will utterly lye dead g 
or the Royal Indulgence, *a Prerogative in 
the Crown, will never put them in Execu- 
tion. What reaſon therefore has the 
Church'sf- England for ner Nonconcurrence 


' to a propolal. ſe Equitable, ' when ſhe has 
- not. ſ@-much -as the leatt pretext even of 
: mecr Intereſt it ſelf for her: refuſal ? 


( Bur this Lam ſuce, as the Church of Eng- 


land can have no {olid Reatons to: oppoſe 


their Repeal, the Srate has very ſubſtanti- 
al Onesto inforce it. For as Trade is the 
greateft ſupport and ftrengih of a King- 
dom; 1 know no Politicks ſo conducing 
to the Commerce and Wealthof a Nation 
as Liberty of Conſcience: "What greater 
encouragement to Naturalization ? - and 


: Ewgland that is net overloaded with Peo- 


ple, ' cant have no fairer Inlet tobring in 
whole Families-and Eſtates, and indeed 
the Wealth of the World (beſides the 
opening that current of Commerce, even 
amongft our preſent Natives z which the 
reſtraintof Worſhip at all times ſo much 


.ſhut up) than Liberty of Religion. Nor 


can I better inſtance the effetts of this po- 
licy, than in the grouth of the Darch Great- 
neſs, and the decay of the Spaniard, from 
their different Extreams of National cons 
du in that Point. 22 & 

I am certain his Majcfty reſolves toeter- 
nize his Glory, by being the trueſt Pater 
Patrie of all the Crow*d Heads ſince the 
Conqueſt; nor has he a fairer proſpe& of 
making his Kingdom a true Paradice of 
Peace and Plenty, but by taking this pat- 
tern at the leaſt from the firſt Paradice, 
that is, by making the Lyon and Lamb lye 
down in Peace together; our long diſlen- 
tion being no otherwiie to be _—_— 
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and our Enmitles huſht bot by this 0n- 
1y univerſal Pacifcation. 

1 ſhall only add this laſt Confidera. 
tion : the Execution of onr Penal Laws, 
and the Reſtraint of Conſcience,has been 
the greateſt Blow that ever was given 
to the Hereditary Right of the Subjects 
of Enzland, their natural Properties 
and Immunitics given and Sealed to 
them by Magna Cbartait ſelf. For who 
can call his Liberty or Eftate his own, 
whilſt a Superiour Opinion in Power 
ſnall ſeize our Perſons, and confiſcate 
our Eſtates, for no other cauſe but 
difference of Worſhipand Faith, and 


neither Perſon, Eſtate or Liberty, re- . 


deemable under_ a leſs Compoſition 
then renouncing .of God ; for Con- 
formity of Worſhipabſolutely againſt 
Conſcience is little leſs, And allthis 
capital offence fo unfixt,and ſo undeter- 
minable a ſort of Tranſgreſſion, that # 
Man has only a meer Lottery tobe in 
the Right or the Wrong: For the 
blackeſt Criminal in one Reign, bas 
been the whiteſt Saint in the next, 
and ſo Fise Verſa over again, witneſs 
the Reigns of Edward the ſixth, Queen 
Mary and Queen Elizabeth, where the 
Proteſtants were the Devils one while, 
and the Popsfts another.:. - Nay, 10 the 
Reign of Henry the eight both Papif 
and Proteftant were at one" time in-the 
wrong : 
Reign, that in the ſawe day have P«- 
pi/ts been Hanged for Traytors, for dil- 
owning his Church Supremacy and Pro- 
teftants Burnt for Hericioks, for deny-. 
ing of Traxſubſtantration., Thus in their 
turns have all Retigions and O $ 


lain under the Scovrge of. the fevereft-- 


of Laws, and all for want of that Obedi- 


( 15) 
though our breach or not breach of all 
other Laws, either Human or Divine, - 


 £iflrate | 
weſes make 4 Record of a Conventicle,wbich 


For was remarkable in his . : 


lyes in our own free will and choice z 
to conform or not conform ts this or 
that Belief, is wholly a bove the Pow- 
er of Man; Faith only being irreſiſti- 
ble : And if our wordly well-being,and 


all we enjoy in this Life, depends upon 


ſuch Capricious Decrees of Law, cer- 
tainly the great Charter of our Liber- 


ties and Eſtates that confirmed %ra - - 


both under no ſuch :condition or Res 
ſtriftion is not a little invaded by 
the Penalties of ſuch Laws: 
Reltraint of Conſtience and the Exe- 


cution of our Penal Laws, in their own”. 
nature and tendency only deſtructive . 


to the rightfull Liberty of Engl:ſh- Men, 
but the very Letter ef thole Laws 
themſelres has made the moſt viſible: 


Ruptureinto the very ſtrongeſt Walls: - 


of our Magna Charta, that is our Try- 


Nor Ii* + 


al by our Peeres, by a Jury of Twelve... 


our Magna Charta more particularly: 


confirmes to us that hereditary right, 
. and our Penal Laws moſt netoriouſly 


take it from us. For inſtance 22 Car.-. 


2, Cap. 2. 
one- Fuftice of Peace or other chief Ma- 
all upon the Oath of two Wit- 


Record - ſhall be « Convittion, and the 


Offender fined, . 2s the Statute further : 


Expreſſes. + 


So that to-gain the point of Gaols 


ment or -Confilcation, without - any: 


Peace, or a Mayor of.a Tows, thou 


but by Occupation a Thatcher, Delta. 
. Conjuntion with..no more then a: 
Clark (or perhaps none). as wiſe #s+ 3 
:- bimſelf,.. make a- Conrt of J»dicature:- 
ence. to a Law,. which, Humanity it::; and Record ;{ to convitt'a Diſſenters,, 
felt. is. atterly., yaable; to pay ©-. For: and. that. too in no; elk a Caule: then» 


— 
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It is there Enatted, That-: 


. proceſs whatever: here's a Juſtice of * 
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Where his very Loyalty (if the Sta- 
tute tels Truth) is concern'd ; and all 
this from che Mouth of two Witneſſcs 
generally known by the name of /z- 
formers, Perſons that ſometimes have 
mounted Pillories, a ſort of Men not 
always of the moſt ſubſtantial unſha- 
ken veracity, eſpecially conlidering 
the Temptation ot athird Snip in the 
Fines, which in Twenty Pounds and 
Focc, Pounds at a Fine from the 
Preacher, beſides the leſſer mulfts 
from all the whole Auditory, may 
with good management rile to a 
SUM. 

Take theſe Penal Laws all together 
T cannot tell what greater or more 
glorious Defign his Gracious Majelty 
can undertake, then by repairing ſo 
deep a Breach, wrought through the 
very Fundamentals of His Peoples Or- 
riginal Freedom, and Birthrights; nor 


. Isth-re or has been a greater Friend 


or Patron of the Church of England 
than His preſent Majeſty, .yho Him- 
ſelf alone tenders her the means and 
oppertunity to waſh off thoſe Stains 
and Blors, which cither the Petulance 
or Remiſneſs of her Proteſtant De- 
fenders ef her Faith, through theſe 
PenalStatates have eaſt or left upon her, 
and ſote reſtore and maintain her 
Whiteneſs and Innocency. 


Having made this fair inqueſt into 
the Penal Laws, Ifhall take a little 
fcearch into the Tef, and lay down 
theſe Reaſons that equally oblige ns ro 
conepr with kis Majcity in a Repcal of 
that too. pa 

In order te which, it behovyes us 
fGrſt to ſum up all the greatand popn- 


kr Argaments (if 1 may fo call 'em, 
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tho in reality rather the Language'of 
Fears ar d Tealouiies, than the Voice of 
right Rzaſon) daily urged for the Pre- 
ſervation of the Tf, viz. That ths 
whole Defence of +he Proteſtant Religi- 
on relyes on that Baſis. If the Teſt were 
once abrogated, the Church'of England 
world ſcon be blown up, when alt Offices 
both Eccleſiaſtical and Croil, and all 
Power a:4 Authority both in Church and 
State ſhall be lodged in Roman Catho- 
licks, and what not ? 

To anſwer which hideous and for- 
midable Out-crv, we'll begin firſt v. ith 
thepretended Dangers threatned the 
Charch of England, by Repeal of the 
TS. Notto inkſt upon his 'Maj-ſties 
reiterated Word and Horiour, bis in- 
violavle Engagements to maintain the 
Church of Englaxd, as now by Law E- 
ſNtabliinc, in her unincerrypted Rights 
and Privil:dges, ail her Churches and 
Church-Living<, whatever thereunro 
belonging, &c. in it ſelf alone no lit: 
tle Security. - But waving chat Plea, 
the Eccleſiaſtical Governmet and the 
Charch of England neitherare nor can 
be ſhaken or touchr by the abrogation 
of the Teff, the*7eft being indeed ro 
part of her Defence. For tirft the y-« 
ry taking off the Tef is no part of the 
Qualification of any of the Clerry «f 
Englend, nor was ever ſo much as men= 
tioned or thought upon to be impoted 
or tendred to the Clergy as ſuch : (the 
tnedring the :7*#to the Biſhops rela. 
ting only to their Peerage, as Members 
of the Houſe of Lords) No, as Tealous 
the Founders of that Ti# were (or 
pretended to be) of the danger of Pe. 
pery, and as Zealous as they could be 
for the Security of the Proteſtant Relie 
£#ev, they very well knew the Church of 


"England had 


two impregnable Bulwarks, the two great 
AQts of Uniformity, that themſelves alone 
ſufficiently eſtabliſh'd, guarded, and pre- 
ſerved the Church of England in all points, 
without any Fortification, from the Tet; 
nor indeed was the Teſt wanted in the Ec- 
cleſiaſtick Adminiſtration, thoſe very Sta- 
tutes being a greater an4 ſtronger Teſt 
before : For by thoſe Statutes is the whole 
Liturgy, the Adminiſtration of the Sacra- 
ments, and indeed all the Canons and Ar- 
ticles of the Church ſupported ; for by the 
Fence of thoſe Laws, firſt, no Romaniſt can 
be admitted into the Clergy, unleſs under 
the moſt damnable Hypocrifie ( which no 
humane Teſt can diſcover) an Hypocri- 
fie too, no waies beneficial to the Romiſh 
Cauſe, whilſt tied up to the Divine Ser- 
vice, as now by Law ceſtabliſht. Second- 
ly, No other Divine Service, as the Maſs, 
or the like, can be introduced into our 
Churches, already conſtituted or aſſigned 
for the Divine Service of the Church of 
Englaid, 

The ſtrength of theſe two Laws, His 
Majeſty very well knows, and is ſo far 
even from the thought of hurting or in- 
fringing the leaſt Particle of cither of thoſe 
Laws, or the Security our Church has, 
does, or can receive from them, by abro- 
gating any Penal Laws or Teſts whatſo- 
ever, that on the contrary,there is not un- 
doubtedly that farther Confirmation of 
thoſe Laws, and the Religious Obſervance 
of them, or. any thing conducing thereun- 
to, that may, or ſhall be offer'd to His 
Majeſty in Parliament, that His Majeſty 
ſhall not readily affent to, and as inviola- 
bly maintain. And that in all and every 
Part and Particle of thoſe Laws, that re- 
lates to the Orthodox Qualification of our 
Clergy, the Eſtabliſhment of our Liturgy, 
Rites and Ceremonies, and the ſecuring all 
other the Regalia of our Church, as now 
by Law eſtabliſht, Her Tormenta and Fla- 
ella only excepted. And ingeced His Ma- 
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jeſty has infanced His peculiar Averſion 
to any [nvaſion of our Church's Right in 
that point, that He has not ſo much as 
taken a Chappel of Eaſe from them; wit- 
neſs the Late ettabliſh'd Lord Mayors 
Chappel, lying ſh: up, rather th..n invade 
our Church by the admillion of a Diſſeater , 
only pro temZore, 

If then the Church of Erg/a%d, Her AC- 
miniſtration and Government ( as *tis 
plain) ſtand* of themſelves alone ſecure 
and firm, without any borrow'd prop or 
ſupport from the Teſt whatever ; the Teſt 
therefore is only a Buttrice (or at lcaſt ſo 
intended) to the Civil Magiſtracy; as firſt 
excluding all Roman Catholicks from all 
Offices of Truſt in the State ; ſecondly,from 
all Domeſtick Services near the Perſon of 
the KING; and thirdly, from all Right 
to Seſlion in Parliament, | 

Theſe three Incap:citics are by the 
Teſt thrown upon the Romanifts; and for 
confuting all ſuſpicions ani jealovſies, 
let us examine where, how far, and what 
part of the Tet His Majeſty dclires to 
have repealed; what Reaſons induce him 
todelire it ; and laſtly, what Influznce ſuch | 
a Repeal can have over the preſcar Efta- 
biſht Church of England. 

in the firſt place, as to the Civil Go- 
vernment ; What Office in the Srate can a 
Roman-Catholick hold, any waies impe: 
wering him to prejudice the Church cf 
England ? Suppoſe even in the Covrts of 
Judicature ( for if any apparition of any 
ſuch power, *tis there;) were Remazi//s 
( imagine) in all thoſe Offices ? Why nay 
not a Sir Thomas Moore be as honeſt as 2 
Lord Chief Juſtice Ha/es, and exccute his 
Office with as great Integrity and Juſtice ? 
Why not men of cqual abilitics, be of 
equal uprightneſs in all Religions ? Be- 
ſides the diſtribution of »:4m and 1:4: 
(more eſpecially when Liberty of Con/cs nc2 
ſhall be paſt into a perpetual [.aw, and 
all Penal Inflictions ſor Matter of Retizion 

CG thrown - 
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thrown out of their Juriſdictions) will 
then be the whole buſineſs that lies before 
them, And wherein is a Roman-Catho- 
lick Judge any more incapacitated for the 
adminiltration of Juſtice than another 
man ? Moreover, in a Kingdom where 
their Number is ſo truly inconſiderable, 
as ſcarce the two hundredth man in the 
Nation, if they have hopes of making any 
Converts, or any endeavours that way, 
it can only be done by holding the Scale 
of Juſtice upright, and in all Poſts of 
Fruſt, by keeping up the ſteddieſt Stan- 
dard of Right and Equity, as the only 
means thereby to recommend and endear 
themſelves to the World, and wipe off 
thoſe blemiſhes that.the miſtaken Jcalou- 
fies and popular Mifapprehenſions have fo 
long, ſo unkindly caſt. upon them.” And 
this, and this only, they are-very ſenſible 
is their- Chart to ſteer by ; and their great 
Pilot, their Royal Maſter, the beſt read 
Student in the Arts of Empire, that poſſi- 
bly ever graced a Throne, equally knows 
to be his only courſe, and undoubtedly 
as ſacredly reſolves to make it ſo, And 
if the Judges of the Land ſuppoſe of the 
Romiſh Religion .( belides their Oaths that 
bind %*em, and His Majeſties Honour that 
ſhall influence them to it ) have theſe Obli- 
gations more and above even of Intereſt to 
their very Religion it ſelf, to move inſo 
regular a Sphere of Juſtice, where lies our 
Danger ? And if this bigher ſtation will be 
ſo inoffenſive, What can the poorer Juſti- 
ces of the Peace, or the inferiour Submi- 
niſtration.of the Government ſignifie, in 
Popiſh or not Popiſh hands ? 

But in this Caſe | have heard ſome 
people ſay; Alas, What ſtretch of the 
Laws will-not ſuch Judges make ? Per- 
haps for ipſtance, pick a hole in the Ab- 
by-L ends, and ſtart ſome dormient Title or 
other to revert them to the Church of 
Rome ; a Patrimony that will not a little 
eurich the Keman'ſts, and advance thciz 
Cauſ:, 
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This idle Objeftion was ſcarce worth 
naming; as if the ſtretching of our Laws 
in that point was not as notorious and 
arbitrary as a total violation of the Sub- 
jects Right, and rending the whole Frame 
of the Laws in ſunder, But to check this 
idle ſurmiſe, if a Romiſh Parliament it ſelf 
in the Reign of Queen Mary, with the 
very Reſtauration of the Romiſh Religion 
and Papal Supremacy into the Saddle, 
never ſo much as . attempted to revert 
thoſe Lands: Nay, on the contrary, their 
whole Title was confirmed to the preſent 
Polſcflors, by a Decretal from Rome it 
ſelf, as was then ſo ſolemnly done by 
Cardinal Poole, the then Pope's Lepate : 
How groundleſs muſt the fear be of any 
thought or attempt of reverting them 
now ? Or, Why mult the Romzſh Judges 
in any kind ſubvert. or* undermine the 
Laws, contrary to all their beſt Politicks, 
in the preſent ſtate of England, tono true 
alvantage cither to themſelves or their 
Church, and poſſibly to be anſwerable for 
it with their Heads, if they live to the 
next Proteſtant Prince. 

To come next to the Officers of His 
Majeſties Houſhold, &c. to have thoſe 
Poſts too barricaded with Teſts, ahd the 


- Imperial Dignity ſo ſhackled, as to be de- 


barr'd the choice of its own Menials ; 
nay, even of its Converſation it ſelf, is an 
Inſolence put upon Majeſty, as had been 
ſcarce tolerable from an Ordinance of 
Forty Eight, much leſs an At of Parlia- 
ment : But for our leſs Wonder at it, 
we are to conſider, 'twas hatch'd in the 
ſame Republick Neft; for no leſs than the | 
great old Patriot, of three Names, ſate 
ſor the brooding of it. | 

I think I need not raiſe .Arguments 6 
to prove how little thoſe Gentlemen of 
Honour, the Courtiers I mean, of any 
Religion whatſoever, in that innocent 
Station are, or can be concerned in ſha- 
king either Church or State, It's enough 

r0 


to ſay, that greater Indignity, under the 
SanQtion of a Law, was never impoſed 


& upon a Crown'd Head, The meaneſt 
c Gentleman in England, whillt this Teſt 
'S keeps footing, has a Prerogitive above 
if tie KING. For the choice of His Ste- 
[ ward, Bayliff, Attorney, or Sollititor, &c- 
Jy! are in His own free Election; but theſe 
e were Priviledges thought too large for a 
rt KING; and therefore He is itinted, 
ir and bounded to ſuch EleRions, as the 
nt more Imperial Wiſdom of His then great 
it Counſellors in Parliament judged fitteſt 
Jy” for Him: 

+ Monarchical Rule is ſaid to be like 


1y that of Heaven, where the Priomum M- 
m bile aRs altogether by inferiour Spheres, 


es and Second Cauſes. And ſo Majeſty, 
1C by its Officers and Miniſters, as ſo many 
Ss, B Vehicles; by which the Influences of the 
IC Royal Power are conveyed, But truly 


ir this Aſcendency the Late Law-makers 
or judged too Great for the Ring of En- 


ne gland, and therefore they found an Expc- - 


dient to render the Monarchy little more 
than precarious, making the whole Mini- 


ſe fiters of the State the Creatures of the 
he Teſt, and not of the KING. Now, [ 
e- Y defire to know, how in r-aſon we can 
3 imagine, That a KING in Himſelf the 
an Fountain of Honour, and Origs"al of Po- 
en wer, though in His Nature the mildeſt 
of and beſt temper'd of Princes; though 
ia- without the leaſt thought of Unhinging 
it, the Frame of the Government, or di- 
he ſturbing the Settled Church of His King- 
he Y dom, to blaſt His Own Glory, and loſe 
ItC His Subiets Hearts ; ( for that would be 

all the ' Crop *rwould yield Him,) 1 
nts wonder, I ſay, how we can imagine, that 


of the Beſt and moſt Gracious of Princes, 


ny though without the forementioned De&+ 
nt ſigns, could nevertheleſs brook ſo Im- 
1a- princely a Yoke, as the Teſt, And truly 


to juſtific His Majeſtics heartieſt endeas 


Oe 


- - 
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vours, againſt both Penal Laws and Teſt, 
in not labouring to Abrogate the firſt» 
as they ſtand jn force againſt the Lives 
and Liberties, ( and how unjuſtly has 
been proved before) of the Members 
of his own Communion, he would be the - 
molt nnnatural of men: and in not la- 
bout ing tn repeal the lalt, as ſtar.ding ſo 
egregiouſly in force againit the Right 
and Prerogative of His Crown, and in- 
deed originally forged in affront to Him- 
ſelf, he ſhould be the moſt diſhonoura- 
ble of Princes: Nor will it ſerve to 0b- 
jet, That His late Majeſty ( whatever 
Diminution to the Prerogative jt might 
be ) by paſſing it into'a Law, has alie- 
nated that Power from the CRO W N: 
For, to anſwer that Argument, we arc 
aſſured, that whatever alienations of that 
kind, the Eaſineſs of: the preſent PT. 
for of the Crown, or any other Reaſons, 
may induce him to make, are no waics 
truly binding to the Succeſſor. 

Now the Reaſons inclining His Majeſty 
ſo zealouſly to endeavour the Repeal of 
the Teſt in theſe foremention'd ſtations 
under him, are by himſelf decl.red, viz. 
That the Service of all his Siibjefts, is inſepa- 
rab'y annex®d to, and inher:ntin the Crown ; 
being indeed fo fundamental a Right, ſg 
unalterab!e to his Prerogative, and in its 
own nature, ſo far above the Cognizance 
of Parliaments,that aCrown'd Head ought 
teſs to be wonder'd at, for endeavouring to 
recover ſo rightful a part of his Royal Pa- 
trimoney, than the meancibof his Subjetts 
for ſccking a Redreſs againſt the higheſt op- 
preſſion, and injury ſuffer'd, in the neareſt 
and tenderelt part of their Property, E- 
ſtate, or Liberty, that they hold by Corr- 
mon Law, or Magna Charts it ſclf. 

And beſides, the Juſtice ard Equity that - 
prompt His Majeſty to ſeek ſo peaceably, 
a recovery of ſo ſacreda Right, by a Re- 
ſtitution from the __ Parliamentary Po- 


-' 
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wer that rob'd him of it : What can the 
Kingdom fear, or the Proteſtant Religion 
bs more threatcn'd by conceding the perpc- 
tual Repeal of that part of Teft Lai, then 
it does from the Prerogative, which daily 
at this preſent Ciſpenſes with it. The Ro- 
man Cuklicks are, and will be in all Poſts 
of Power and Truſt, whenever the King's 
Favour, and their own Abilities ſhall raiſe 
them to it, without the Diſſolving of the 
Teſt: And when diſſolved, what more 
can they do, or how higher can they riſe by 
i! 

Periaps too, His Majeſty in the Univer- 
- {al Eaſe of his People in matter of Religion, 
and under his Reſolution of a perpe- 
tusl Charter of L berty of Conſcience, with 
the Repcal of all Penal Laws; for that very 
Reaſon, ought to think himſelf obliged not 
to leave th: Teſt uncancell'd : For as there 
are very ſevcre Penalties and Forfeitures 
contain'd in the Tet, which, every Perſon 
entring into pub.ick Employ, without a 
Qualification from receiving the Teſt, in- 
currs, What are theſe Penalties, when 
duly cxamin'd, any more than for meer 
matter of Conſcience. For if a Romaniſt 
(as we ſee daily and Univerſal Ex2mples) 
in all Poſts of Truſt, as with equal Inte- 
grity and ſteddy Juſtice with the Proteſtants 
themſelves, without any Male - Admini- 
ſtration, in difcharge of ſuch Power, or 
Authority, whatis the charge againſt them 
from the Teſt Penalty for Nonqualification 
any more at the bottom, than meer matter 
of Conicicnce, not for any Miniſterial Inca- 
pacity of cxecuting that Truſt, but on'y a 
Conſciencious Incapacity of ſubſcribing a 
Religious Declaratjen, contrary to the 
Sentiments of their Faith, require by that 
Teſt. And that the Telt Penalties, mcre 
particularly ſtrike at Matters of Religicn, 
all Male - Adminiſtrations, in Papiſts, or 
not Papifts, with, or without Telts, are 
liable to Lepa! and 'uſt Cenſure, and Con» 
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dign Puniſhments, from other more ancient 
ſtrokes of Law, than the Hand of the 
Teſt. 

And for ſome little farther Inqueſt into 
this Teſt Law, and the Exclufions from 
Truſt enacted by it; 1 ſhall refer you to a 
Command, I hope, as Authentick ss that 
of an Act of Parliament, viz, Fonour 
thy Father and thy Mother, &c. In that Pre- 
cept we are told, tnat Obiy the King, is 
included. And if fo, ſuppoſe a Roman 
Catho'ick Prince Commands a Roman C a- 
tholick SubjeR, to ſerve him as an Officer in 
his Military Aﬀairs, or a Sheriff, Juſtice 
of the Peace, ar what elſe in his Civil Ad- 
miniſtration. In all which places, his Re- 
ligion can be no Incapacity, for a Romanift 
in one Poſt may have as much Courage 
and Loyalty, and in the other, as much 
Integrity and Uprightneſs as another Sub- 
ject. And ſhall this Xe-marſt.in refuſing 
citheroof the aforeſaid Truſts, be acquitted 
from a Breach of God's Commandments in 
diſobcying bis King, by an excuſe of his 
Tenderneſs to a Law of Man. Ard, pray 
has this Novel Teſt Law a ſound Root at 
the bottom, that pretends to ſuperſede and 
exclude that Fundamental Indiſpenſable 
_ of Obeying the Immutable Laws of 

cd. 

Now, to come to the laſt point, the 
Qualification of Members in Parliament. 
And to begin with the Exc!uſion of the Po- 
piſh Pees from Scfſions in Parliament by 
Virtue of the Teſt. His Majeſty dcfires 
their Reſtoration, and conſequently the 
Relaxation of that part of the Parliamen- 
tary Teſt, And the Reaſons moving kim 
thereunto, are the undoubted, unqueſtion'd 
Birthright of the Peers, ſo unnaturally and 
ſ> notoriouſly invaded ard defiroyed by 
this Parliamentary Excluſion, A point ſo 
well handled, aud ſo often before by ſeve- 
ral better Pens, and ſo altogether unanſwe- 
rable, that I ſhall only add, that as the No- 

bilit 


bility of the Land are all Branches and E- 
manations from the Imperial Fountain of 
Honour, His Majeſty is in equal Juſtice 0- 
bliged to recover a Gemm from their Co- 
ronets, as a Raviſht Jewel from his own 
Crown, Andindeed his Majeſty in ſo do- 
ing, is in the higheſt degree a Champion for 
the very Dignity and Foundation of Parli- 
aments themſelves; for truly, when rightly 
confidered,how are our preſent Parliaments 
the Comprehenſive Body of the Nation, 
when ſo many of the Peers, who neither 
are, nor can be there by Repreſentatsve: are 
ſhut out ? Nay, how much is the SanQion 
and Honour of the very Laws they make, 
and the very Conſtitution of our later par- 
liaments impair'd and Icflen'd by ſuch an 
Excluſion ? 

And truly when His Majeſty by this in- 
tended Religious Charter, reſolves to c- 
ſtabliſh and confirm all his Subjects Civil 
Rights, Properties, Freedom, and Fran- 
chiſes on that ſolid and .immoveable Baſis 
above the reach of any Religious 1 yranny, 
or the ſhock of Conſcience to move, it 
would be very hard to leave his Barons of 
all his Subjects the only deſerted, whilſt ri- 
fled and diveſted of ſo Original and Impor- 
tan! a Heritage as their Seſſion in Parlia- 
ment 

Thus far and no farther does His Majc- 
ſty deſire the Repeal of the Penal Laws ard 
Teſt, wherein *tis highly remarkable His 
Majelly's Alleviation of ſome viſ{;ble bur- 
then Oppreſſion or Injuſtice, lying upon all 
or ſome part of his people, under the preſ- 
ſure of the Penal Teſts,in all the foremen- 
tion'd Caſes, is ſo ſignally manifeſted, that 
nothing but a wilful Blindneſs, can plead 
Ignorance, 

However, t9 convince the very Infidel 
Vorld, and to clear his unblemiſht Ho- 
our, Candour, and Integrity ſram all the 
Iceble Clouds that Malice and Ingratitude 
ae raig'd to ſhade thoſe inviolable Ora- 
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cles his Proteſtations of defending the Pro: 
zeflant Religion ; His laſt Declaration of 
continuing the Telt in the Houſe of Com: 
mons, ſo totally diſpels every leaſt ſhadow 
of the popular fear, and puts that ſtamp 
upon the Word and promiſe of a King, 
and ſo eternally filences all thoſe frighttul 
Apparitions of the Komiſh Influence over 
the Proteſtant Religion, that this very Re- 
ligions Liberty, ſo ſctled as purpoſed with 
the continuance of the Telt in the Rouſe of 
Commons, jocyn'd in the ſecurity, cuts cff 
even the veiy Intail of all Legiſlative po- 
wer from Pop:ſh Hands, evcn to the end of 
the World. 

For whilſt the Teſt confines in the 
Houſe of Commons, there cannot be ſo 
much as one Individual Member, by the 
Telt Qual:fication, but mult be a Proteſtat. 
And pcſſibl;, the very conceding of the 0- 
ther point, viz, The eſtabliſhment of a 
Religious Charter of Liberty, with our 
Compliance with His Majeſly in Repeal of 
the Penal Laws ard Teſt in all other Statj- 
ons,may be one of the moſt cffetual means, 
if not the only expecient to continue that 
Teſt in the Houſe of Commons, urſhaken, 
and ;immoveable,a-.d conf. quen. ly, the Ex- 
cluſion of the Remans from all Leg flative 
Power to endleſs Poſtcrity. 

For whilſt at preſent the Penal Laws ae 
in force, the Papiſt has ſome cor fiderable 
ſtrength and Allics to joyn him, as havirg 
indeed ſo vaſt a Body as the Frereftant Dit- 
ſenters uncer Giſgult and diſobl pation, to 
ſriend the Kcmiſh Party as tellow {ifferers 
under the weight of Penal Oppreſlions, and 
which upon any Parliamentary refuſal of 
repealing thoſe Penal Laws, may make 
them but more and ſtroncer riveted into one 
joyr.t intereſt with the Roman Catholicks 
(it no worſe Ferment follows) and conſe= 
quently reeder their power, ſo united more 
formidable, But after the SanQtion of a 
Religious Liberty, the Proreſtane Diſſen- 
rers 
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: Mrs will have ſo far gain'd the Ultimate of 


theif Dcfire-and Ambition, that then ih 
courſe they will fall in with the Chutch of 
England, For all Repcalsof that kind,end 
inthat greateſt of Intereſt [SELF] and 
when thcir own ſelf intereſt ſhall be ſo in- 
tircly ſatisfied from ſo ample, and open a 
Ficld of Liberty, as that Religious Char- 
ter, the Papiſts, that poor diminitive hand- 
ful of Men,for ever after, muſt and will in- 
evitably ſtand alone, and whillt the Parlia- 
mentary Teſt,can only by Parliamentary Au- 
thority be diſſolv*d, whereſhall there be one 
individual Man of ther,whether Church of 
England, or dilſ:nting Member, that ſhall 
ſo much as liſten even to the leaſt Whiſper 
that inclines to any farther Popiſh Concelli- 
ons, more than their granted Liberty,much 
leſs to any ſuch threatning ſtation as an Ac- 
cels to Parliament, | 

And more and above, when this Parlia- 
mentary Houſe of Commons Teſt ſhall be 
enated by the Royal Fiat from a Roman 
Catholick, Prince, and that Qualification of 
the Lepillative Anthority, together with 
the Church of England Eſtabliſhment, 
ſounded even by ſuch a hand, it may, un- 
doubredly,put no little Check,in all Romiſh 
Succeſſhons, ſo much as to every ſtart that 
ſhall but ariſe to either of their prejudice 
or violation; and-when Liberty of Conſci- 
erce,{hall even by a Roman Catholick Prince, 
be ſo ſolemnly own'd and avow'd a Fund:- 
mental and Original Fraxchiſc of the people 
of England, and ſo exemplarily ratifed as 
ſuch , what dread can we have ſrom Rom: 
dangers, when not only our Parliament 
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Walls ſhall, be fo eternally barrd' againf 
them, but alſo fo afſerted, and ſo potent x 
free born Enz21sþ Right, ſhall ſtand up to 
confront all future Pops/bPretenſions what. 
ever. 

And all that Popiſh Tyranny over Conſci- 
ence, which almot in all MouthFf and in 
all Pamphlets has been a!] along the Gorgor 
that frights half Mankind out of their little 
Senſes, as being ſo induſtriouſly repreſent. 
ed the only Indelible Romiſh Principle; 
and indeed, their ultimate aim and deſi, 
in England, muſt now vaniſh into air, when 
this Parliamentary Excluſion ſhall leave 
them no hands to graſp it, ſhould it enter 
into their Hearts to endeavour it. 

To conclude. Whetein are His Ma- 
jeſly's Demands unreaſonable, in askinp 
the Repeal of the Penal Laws, in which {6 
great a part of the Yox populs (as their 
Addreſſes teſtifie) joyns with him, and the 
principles of Nature, Humanity, and Con- 
ſcience plead for him! Or-in asking the 
Repeal of the Teſt in thoſe Branches 
formentioned for the aſſerting of his 
own Honour, and recovering the Birth- 
right of a King, by endeavouring to ſhake 
oft the moſt ſhameful Vaſſalage that Mo- 
narch ever truckled under. And why muſt 
his Endeavours of doing his People i 
much right in the firſt, and himſelf ſo much 


-right in the laſt, be ſo-poorly milinterpre- 


ted by the unnatural Surmizes of his un- 
grateſul People. But let us bluſh and 
mend; and by giving up of theſe Laws, 
do Equity in return of Clemency an 
Mercy, 
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